
COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING DECISION 

of 21 September 2011 

establishing a questionnaire to be used for reporting on the implementation of Directive 
2000/76/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the incineration of waste 

(notified under document C(2011) 6504) 

(Text with EEA relevance) 

(2011/632/EU) 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union, 

Having regard to Directive 2000/76/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 4 December 2000 on the 
incineration of waste ( 1 ), and in particular Article 15 thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1) Under Directive 2000/76/EC, Member States are required 
to report on the implementation of that Directive every 3 
years on the basis of a questionnaire established by the 
Commission. 

(2) Two questionnaires were established by the Commission. 
The second one, established by Commission Decision 
2010/731/EU ( 2 ), covered the years 2009, 2010 and 
2011. 

(3) Since the questionnaire established by Decision 
2010/731/EU is to be used for reporting until 
31 December 2011, a new questionnaire should be 
established for the next three-year reporting period, 
taking into account the experience gained in the imple
mentation of Directive 2000/76/EC and in the use of the 
previous questionnaires. However, given that Directive 
2000/76/EC will be repealed from 7 January 2014 and 
will be replaced by Directive 2010/75/EU of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
24 November 2010 on industrial emissions (integrated 
pollution prevention and control) ( 3 ), the new ques

tionnaire should cover only 2 years, namely 2012 and 
2013. For the sake of clarity, Decision 2010/731/EU 
should be replaced. 

(4) The measures provided for in this Decision are in 
accordance with the opinion of the Committee estab
lished in accordance with Article 6 of Council Directive 
91/692/EEC ( 4 ). 

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION: 

Article 1 

1. Member States shall use the questionnaire set out in the 
Annex for reporting on the implementation of Directive 
2000/76/EC. 

2. The reports to be submitted shall cover the period from 
1 January 2012 to 31 December 2013. 

Article 2 

Decision 2010/731/EU is repealed from 1 January 2013. 

Article 3 

This Decision is addressed to the Member States. 

Done at Brussels, 21 September 2011. 

For the Commission 

Janez POTOČNIK 
Member of the Commission
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ANNEX 

Questionnaire on the implementation of Directive 2000/76/EC on the incineration of waste 

General notes: 

This third questionnaire under Directive 2000/76/EC covers the years 2012 and 2013. In view of the experience gained 
in the implementation of the Directive and the information already obtained through the previous questionnaires, this 
questionnaire focuses on the changes and progress made by Member States in the actual implementation of the Directive. 
As Directive 2000/76/EC will be repealed from 7 January 2014 and will be replaced by Directive 2010/75/EU on 
industrial emissions (IED), the reporting period is limited to 2 years instead of 3 years. 

In order to ensure continuity and enable direct comparisons to be made to previous responses, this questionnaire does 
not change the general approach contained in Decision 2010/731/EU. In those cases where questions are similar to those 
of the previous questionnaire, reference can simply be made to the previous answers where the situation is unchanged. If 
there have been new developments, these should be described in a new answer. 

1. Number of plants and permits 

1.1. Please give the following information on the number of plants (broken down between incineration and co-incin
eration plants) that fall within the scope of Directive 2000/76/EC, as well as on their permits and permitted 
capacities: 

(a) number of plants; 

(b) number of permits issued in accordance with Article 4(1); 

(c) number of plants that recover heat generated by the incineration process; 

(d) total permitted capacities of waste throughput (tonnes/year) (optional). 

1.2. Please provide a list of all plants falling within the scope of Directive 2000/76/EC, indicating the following 
information for each of those plants with a capacity of more than 2 tonnes per hour: 

(a) whether it is an incineration or co-incineration plant and, for the latter, the type of plant (cement kiln, 
combustion plant, other industrial facilities not covered by Annex II.1 or II.2 to Directive 2000/76/EC); 

(b) for municipal solid waste incineration plants that carry out recovery operations falling in Annex II, R1 to 
Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 November 2008 on waste and 
repealing certain Directives ( 1 ): the energy efficiency of the plant, calculated using the formula provided in the 
footnote to Annex II, R1 to Directive 2008/98/EC. 

2. Please describe any problems with the definitions in Article 3 identified when implementing the Directive 
2000/76/EC. Provide specific information for each definition for which problems are identified. 

3. Have any mobile plants received permits under Directive 2000/76/EC? 

4. Please indicate the categories of waste that have been co-incinerated, broken down by the type of co-incineration 
plant (cement kilns, combustion plants, other industrial facilities not covered by Annex II.1 or II.2). 

Please indicate the European Waste Catalogue codes (optional). 

Please identify the permitted capacity granted for co-incineration in these plants (optional). 

5. How many co-incineration plants are subject to the emission limits for incineration plants as set out in Annex V to 
Directive 2000/76/EC (i.e. because co-incineration of untreated municipal waste is undertaken or more than 40 % of 
the heat release results from the combustion of hazardous waste)?
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6. What provisions are made within the permitting process for: 

(a) identifying the quantities and categories of hazardous waste that may be treated; 

(b) the minimum and maximum flows of hazardous wastes to be treated; 

(c) the range of calorific values of hazardous wastes permitted; 

(d) the restrictions on the content of pollutants, e.g. PCB, PCP, chlorine, fluorine, sulphur, heavy metals? 

7. What wastes have been considered to be ‘inappropriate’ for representative sampling? 

8. With regard to conditions for the furnace gas residence times and temperatures as provided for in Article 6(1) and 
(2) of Directive 2000/76/EC, have any authorisations to differ from those operating conditions been granted in 
accordance with Article 6(4)? If the answer is ‘yes’, please indicate: 

(a) how many authorisations have been granted; 

(b) where these data are available, please describe the reasoning for granting the derogation(s) for a number of 
representative cases as well as the following information: 

(i) identification of the capacity of the plant; 

(ii) whether it concerns an existing plant as defined in Article 3(6) or a new plant; 

(iii) the type of waste incinerated; 

(iv) how it is ensured that no more residues are produced compared to a non-exempted plant, and that the 
content of organic pollutants in those residues is no more than expected from a non-exempted plant; 

(v) the operating conditions laid down in the permit; 

(vi) the emission limit values to be met by the plant. 

9. For cement kilns co-incinerating waste, have any exemptions from the emission limits for NO x , dust, SO 2 or TOC 
been granted in accordance with Annex II.1? If the answer is ‘yes’, please indicate the following: 

(a) how many exemptions have been granted; 

(b) where these data are available, please describe the reasoning for granting the derogation(s) for a number of 
representative cases as well as the following information: 

(i) the capacity of the plant; 

(ii) whether it concerns an existing or a new plant (taking into account Article 20(3) of Directive 2000/76/EC); 

(iii) the type of waste co-incinerated; 

(iv) the emission limits values to be met by the plant; 

(v) the other operating conditions laid down in the permit. 

10. For releases to air from incineration and co-incineration plants, have emission limit values different to those given in 
Annex II or Annex V, as appropriate, been set? If the answer is ‘yes’ and where these data are available, please 
identify: 

(a) the plants to which they apply, i.e. incineration or co-incineration plants, and for the latter indicating the type of 
plant; 

(b) which of these plants are ‘new’ or ‘existing’; 

(c) the pollutants to which the limit values apply and the limit values set;
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(d) why these limit values are applied; 

(e) the emission monitoring regime for these pollutants (continuously or discontinuously, and for the latter indi
cating the frequency). 

11. For the pollutants listed in Annex IV to Directive 2000/76/EC, how are emission limit values for discharges of waste 
water from flue gas cleaning equipment to the aquatic environment determined? Please indicate those cases where 
emission limit values for those polluting substances differ from the ones in Annex IV. 

12. If emission limit values have been set for additional pollutants discharged to water, in comparison to the pollutants 
specified in Annex IV: 

(a) to which plants do they apply (i.e. incineration or co-incineration, ‘new’ or ‘existing’); 

(b) to which pollutants do they apply and what are the limit values set; 

(c) why are these limit values applied? 

13. What operational control parameters (pH, temperature, flow rate, etc.) are set within the permitting process for waste 
water discharges? 

14. What provisions have been made to ensure protection of soil, surface waters or groundwater in accordance with 
Article 8(7)? 

15. What criteria are used to ensure that storage capacity is adequate for waters to be tested and treated before discharge 
where necessary? 

16. What provisions in general have been made to minimise the quantities and harmfulness of residues resulting from 
incineration or co-incineration plants? 

17. Are the requirements of the permit for the measurement of pollutants to air and process operation parameters 
identical to those set out in Article 11(2)? If not, please provide information detailing the following: 

(a) reason for deviating from Article 11(2), referring to the derogation possibilities mentioned in Article 11(4) to (7); 

(b) the pollutant or parameter concerned and the measurement requirement imposed. 

18. Are the requirements of the permit for the measurement of pollutants to water identical to those set out in 
Article 11(14) to (15)? If not, please provide information detailing the following: 

(a) reason for deviating from Article 11(14) and (15); 

(b) the pollutant or parameter concerned and the measurement requirement imposed. 

19. What provisions are made within the permitting process to ensure compliance with the following provisions as 
regards air emissions: 

(a) Article 11(8); 

(b) Article 11(9); 

(c) Article 11(11); 

(d) Article 11(12); 

(e) the compliance regime set out in Article 11(10). 

20. What provisions are made within the permitting process to ensure compliance with the following provisions as 
regards water emissions: 

(a) Article 11(9); 

(b) the compliance regime set out in Article 11(16).
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21. Please describe any official guidance that has been developed on producing validated daily average emission data 
(Article 11(11)). If available, please provide a web link. 

22. What are the procedures for informing the competent authority in the event of a breach of an emission limit value? 

23. What arrangements are made to ensure public participation in the permitting process (new and/or updated permits)? 
Please provide details, at least, on the following aspects: 

(a) by which authority the permit application is made publicly available; 

(b) period during which the public is able to comment; 

(c) by which authority the final decision is made available. 

24. With regard to the availability of information throughout the permitting process: 

(a) Is there any information related to environmental aspects not publicly/partially available on the application, 
decision process and subsequent permit? If yes, please specify which information. 

(b) Where these data are available/partially available, please specify whether this information is available free of 
charge and, if not, the level of charges made, and in what circumstances these charges are applied. 

25. For incineration plants and co-incineration plants with a nominal capacity of 2 tonnes or more per hour, what 
provisions are made to require an operator to submit an annual report on the functioning and monitoring of a plant 
to the competent authority? 

26. If an annual report is provided: 

(a) what information does this contain; 

(b) how may the public get access to this report? 

27. For incineration or co-incineration plants with a nominal capacity of less than 2 tonnes per hour, how are these 
plants publicly identified? 

28. What provisions are made within a permit to control the period of operation of an incineration or co-incineration 
plant during abnormal operation (i.e. stoppages, disturbances or failure of abatement or monitoring equipment)? 

29. For incineration and co-incineration processes, what are the maximum permissible periods of operation during 
abnormal operation before the plant must shut down: 

(a) maximum permissible period with exceedence of emission limit values; 

(b) maximum cumulative duration of periods exceeding emission limit values over 1 year. 

30. Any other remarks.
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